EAA  – EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM LEVEL 1

1) Presentation of the Level 1 Educational Program in Andrology

Recognising the wish of other specialities to introduce a shorter training programme in andrology, as compared to the existing Level 2 in Clinical andrology (see International Journal of Andrology, vol. 24, suppl. 1, p. 29-30), the European Academy of Andrology is introducing a Level 1 system of Educational Programme. 

The Level 1 education in andrology can be offered to specialists who wish to give their clinical education an andrological profile without becoming full-fledged certified andrologists. Training Level 1 includes as basic components:
a. clinical training;

b. courses;

c. evaluation of credit accumulation and certification of "Training in andrology".

The credit system already established at the European level (60 credits = 1500 hours of training ≈ 1 year) has been applied and a minimum of 60 credits (see item 2)  is necessary in order to achieve the Level 1. 

The EAA – Educational programme in andrology has been divided into 4 sub-areas:

· Infertility;

· Andrological Endocrinology;

· Sexually transmitted diseases and male accessory sex gland infections;

· Sexual Dysfunction.

Within each of these sub-areas a maximum and minimum number of credits to be included in the total of 60 has been defined.
Another innovation of the EAA Educational Programme is the possibility of being trained at Departments/Centres not accredited by the EAA (see item 4 for requirements). However, each trainee should  have her/his educational programme accepted by the EAA beforehand. The description of the educational programme should contain:

· the applicant’s CV;

· list of departments at which the training will take place;

These documents should be sent to the EAA secretariat (andrea.lenzi@uniroma1.it;sabrina.luccarini@uniroma1.it ), where any additional questions regarding the educational programme shall also be answered. 

2) The Credit System 

The University Credit is a measure of the study time necessary for a student to study and consolidate his understanding of a topic. The system was accepted by all the Ministries of Education of the various EU countries in the Sorbonne (25/05/98) and Bologna (19/06/99) declarations.  

Measurement Unit

· One University Credit corresponds to 25 hours of study by the student. 

· This 25 hour period includes both theoretical and practical teaching and the individual study necessary to consolidate the argument. 

· A year of study comprises 60 credits for a total of 1500 hours study.;

Characteristics of the Credit System

· It permits a slower study pace (e.g. 60 credits may be acquired in one year, or over 3 years with 20 credits per year from the same exams). Both a maximum (e.g. 60 credits/year) and a minimum (e.g. 20 credits/year) can be established; the latter has the aim of avoiding obsolescence of the credits. 

· It allows pursuance and completion of study in different places of learning, given that the certification of ability and knowledge acquired must be homogeneous. 

· It allows an individual student to have a “discount” or an addition of credits necessary to obtain a given goal, on the basis of a proven ability or knowledge or previously studied courses (e.g. a urologist may have a reduction in credits needed to pass a course of surgical activity in andrology, and an endocrinologist a reduction for a course of clinical activity in andrology).  

· The credit system therefore creates a homogenous structure for study (in terms of hours of training and individual learning) even in places of learning far away from one another.

3) How to Accumulate Credits with EAA Courses

Clinical training, in accordance with item 4 (below), must be supplemented by theoretical/practical courses within each of the 4 sub-areas of andrology (see item 1). The idea is to give each trainee a minimum homogenous level of knowledge in order to compensate for the different profile of Departments/Centres providing the clinical training.

At present, 2 types of courses can be recognised as a part of the educational programme:

I. EAA courses and EAA-endorsed courses fitting into the format defined by the Academy:

II. Courses organised by other providers, once their programmes have been approved by the EAA as fulfilling the requirements of the Academy. Enquiries on this matter should be addressed to EAA Secretariat (andrea.lenzi@uniroma1.it;  sabrina.luccarini@uniroma1.it).

Generally the number of credits given for a course will depend on its duration to a maximum of 5 credits: 1 day – 2 credits; 2 days – 3 credits; 3 days – 5 credits. Longer courses may be considered on an ad hoc basis.
Each course should include an evaluation testing the trainee’s theoretical preparation within the particular sub-area of andrology. 

4) How to Accumulate Credits by Clinical Training

To reach the 60 credits for the Level 1 EAA Educational Program in Andrology, trainees must undergo clinical training  in each of the four sub-areas of the Programme.
The clinical training must be performed in one or more Department(s) or Centre(s) of high qualification (usually at University level or equivalent) in andrology. The Department/Centre must be capable of giving trainees the possibility of gaining the skills and performing the activities required by the EAA Level 1 Educational Program. A minimum of eight months of attendance, even if not consecutive, is required. The Head of the Department/Centre must certify with a statement on his own responsibility that the required skills in each sub field have been achieved (the list of skills and activities required is published on the EAA web site: http://www.uni-leipzig.de/~eaa/). The certificate must contain the start and the end dates of the attendance period(s).  A standard form for certification will be  available on the EAA web site.

5) Final Evaluation

Trainees must collect all certifications relating to the courses (item 3) and stages (item 4). When 60 credits have been accumulated, the trainees can send a copy of the certifications to the EAA Secretariat (andrea.lenzi@uniroma1.it;  sabrina.luccarini@uniroma1.it ). After analysis of the documents provided, the Secretariat will evaluate whether the trainee can be approved for Level 1. 
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