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Fig. 1. Coral-like image of the endometrium at hysteroscopy.
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Unique coral-like image on hysteroscopy
Dear Editor,

We think that the following case deserves to be mentioned due
to its unique, though for many of us, unknown hysteroscopic
image. A 33-year-old multiparous woman was admitted to our
institution with secondary infertility that had lasted for three
years and a coral-like image in hysteroscopy. This image was not
recognized by her own gynecologist. She had experienced one
second-trimester abortion, three years previously. On transvagi-
nal ultrasound, linear echogenic spots were observed. Hystero-
scopic examination revealed multiple bony spicules, extending
perpendicularly from the posterior uterine wall into to the uterine
cavity and occupying almost two thirds of the cavity (Fig. 1). The
bony spicules were removed by resectoscopic excision. Histo-
pathological diagnosis revealed osseous metaplasia of the
endometrium. This pathology is a rare but benign disease. Various
theories have been proposed and the most accepted theory is
metaplasia of the stromal cells into osteoblastic cells that produce
the bone [1,2]. It is important to distinguish this condition from a
mixed mullerian tumor of the endometrium to avoid hysterecto-
my. A few months later this patient became pregnant spontane-
ously. Clinicians should keep this rare disorder in mind, especially
in patients with a history of late abortion. Chronic endometritis or
metabolic disorders can be rare causes. This unique coral-like
image should be recognized easily, though we have the impres-
sion that for many gynecologists it remains an unknown
hysteroscopic image.
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